A deck saloon has a great deal to offer a cruising
Sfamily. Matthew Sheahan reviews three examples of
an increasingly popular configuration

all them what you will, pilothouses,

deck salcons, doghouses or simply

high-topped coachrools, the fact is,

wherever you look, deck saloon

confligurations are becoming in-
creasingly popular.

Some are sleck, elegant alTairs with tinted
windows, black anodised windscreen wipers
and alow-profile, raked appearance that stops
Jjustasetofsparsshort of a power boat, withall
theimplications of speed and sophistication.

Others have a more functional, sturdy, go-
anywhere look about them, a style which can
give quite the opposite impression.

Essentially, the deckhouse is a functional
design detail. It allows one to get out of the
bowels of the boat and provides light, visibility
and a leeling of being in touch with what is
going on outside in comfort and safety - often
an important consideration for those with
non-sailing riends or young families aboard.

Of the many examples afloat, we chose to
look at three very different boats which, de-
spite their generic similarities, confirmed the
wide range of possibilities.

134

The Morthwind 50 appears the most tradi-
tional, her elegant lines making her a pleasure
to watch under sail. Her raked bow, matching
transom and the gentle rise in her sheer are
among the lirst details to set the style.

A conservative masthead rig, overlapping

but aboard we discovered three altemative styles

headsail, teak decks and a centre cockpit with
deep teak-capped coamings simply reinforce
one'sinitial impression of traditional values.

Her behaviour is in keeping with her looks.
Compared with the other two boats, she is not
as sprightly and [eels a little numb on the helm,
pari ol which must be down to her centre cock-
pitconfiguration which relies on cable connec-
tions lfor the wheel steering.

Mevertheless, she i1s well mannered to the
point of being docile, well balanced and de-
signed 1o clock up the miles at her own pace,
with very little help required from the crew.

Below decks she's simple and well finished
throughout, with few surprises in her layout.

The Trintella 47, on the other hand, repre-
sented the opposite side of the court as her lay-
out was about as radically different as you
could get. She'san aft cockpit boat for starters,
and her high aspect ratio rig is fractional. Her
steering is silky smooth and provides good leel
for the helmsman, even in light winds.

But the detail that sets this boat apart from
the other two, more than anything else, is her
open pilothouse arrangement. Her well raked
doghouse is open to the elements aft, while
providing excellent protection and security for
observers ondeck,

Unlike the Northwind, the Trintella 47's
deck layout and doghouse has been specifically
designed to provide a dry, protected space
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The Northwind 50 is the most traditional of the three,
with gracelul lines and classic styling

'Fha'l'mlle-lll 47's dngime cnmhmu mmforhlﬂe
secure sealing and a pood area for piloting the boat

Aggressively styled and highly distinctive, the
Wauguiez 48 was desizned in the UK by Ed Dubois
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TRINTELLA 47
WAUQUIEZ 48

from which she can be navigated and steeeed and
yeb still renvitin on deck. Several of the erucial in-
struments were mounted here as opposed 1o
below al the mavigalion staition,

She’s been designed to bea performanee cruis-
er, casy o handle short-handed. With a fractional
rig that utilises ull-swepl spreaders in place of run-
ning backstuys, a sell-tacking jib and the prime
control lines led back to the cockpit, she achieves
this objective with cose.

So does the Wangoies %, She also has an all
cockpit, a steeply raked, dark-tinted pilothouse
sereen and a sell-tacking 10 per cent jib. Her
three-spreader rig, although masthead, also uses
ali-swept spreaders w provide good Fore and afl
stability in the mast and dispense with the compli-
cation ol running buckstays.

She, too, has modern lines and, of the three
boats in the group, repeatedly oulperformed the
others undersailin the light breeees.

But where Ue Wiaguicz dilTers lundamentally
from Lhe Trintellais in her pilothouse, which isen-
closed to form a deck suloon. Despite the fact that
she is perhaps the most modern in appearance,
with the most aggressive lines and styling, this
boat does in fact end up somewhere between the
twoextremes ol the Northwind and Trintell.

Nowhere 15 this more appurent than from
within her pilothouse, Here, the raised position ol
thesuloon Moor gives cxeellent and near all-round
visibility [rom the luxurious saloon scating.

Her nuvigation station is set o port and has
been specilically designed to allow you to steer the
bout lrom below decks, albeil using an autopilol
Joystick contral,

When handling the boat [rom below decks, the
navigation scat is mounted high enough to [>

Deep conmings sumround the comfortable and
traditionnl cockpit ahoard the Northwind 50

Looking forward, the Trintella®s Layout
is elearly divided botween cockpit and seating

The Wauquiez's novel cockpit table folds oul of
the floor and provides enoupgh space for alx
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Well built throughout, one of the Nerthwind 50's
strengths is her comprehensive standand

The space, light and visibility thoughout the Wauquiez
48 impressed us. She's very comfortable, too

Modemn styling throughout the Trintella 47's liourious
accommuodation is practical and easy to live with

provide good visibility, engine controls are
close to hand and all primary instruments easy
to see. Furthermore, in addition to the good-
sized chart table, there is plenty of space for
navigational equipment such as pilot books,
binoculars, hand-bearingcompassand so on.

THE BOATS
Northwind 50
DESIGNED by Marcelo Penna, the Morth-
wind 50 was first launched in 1993, although
she was first seen in the UK at the 1996
Southamplon Boat Show. She's the mid-sized
boat in a production range of four models
from 44it through to 62t LOA. Northwind do
build bigger boats as well, but above 621t the
projects are all one-olTcustom builds.

From midships forwards, the new 50is very
similar to her smaller 470t predecessor as
the original lines, forward of midships, are
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retained. Abaft this position, though, she isa
new design, above and below the waterline.

The increase in overall length has meant
that the centre cockpil is 460mm (18in) longer,
and overcomes one of the criticisms of the 47.
During our trials, the cockpit felt spacious
enough for four, especially as there are no
winches, contrel lines or jammers mounted in-
side the deep coamings.

All this deck equipment is mounted out-
board of the seating area, with the necessary
items such as sheet winches and mainsheet
traveller controls reassuringly close to hand.

Clear lorward and uncluttered aft, this boat
was an cxcellent benchmark for the other two
more radical designs in our Lrials.

Below decks she is the same: conservative,
Simple, effective and well finished, there are
few features that really stand out, Her layout is
equally conventional, too, with an owner’s
stateroom afl, including en-suite head and
shower, a twin vee-berth cabin forward and a
pairof sea berths in their own cabin to port,

The main saloon and navigation station
share the midships area of the accommoda-
tion, and the galley is longitudinal, set in the
starboard side walkway to theafier cabin.

Allin all, nothing particularly striking. At
least, notuntil you start poking around.

Spend a few minutes with your head buried
in lockers and you will not only discover how
well built she is, but how much space there is.
Virtually every locker can handle at least one
normal sized kit bag with easeand thereis plen-
ty of space to hang clothes as well. This boat
has been designed for real people, who don't
want to unpack theirsmalls into a series ol odd
shaped lockers.

Space and quality she has, but she comes
complete with a comprehensive standard spec-
ification, too. Below decks the list includes ex-
tractor fans, shore power, inveriers, a water
heaterand fireextinguishers, in addition to the
standard items.

Ondeck theimpressive standard list contin-
ues: sails, teak decks, Harken winches, a stain-
less steel passerelle and so on, all of which are
included for £289,500ex VAT.

Modern day innovation may not be this
boat's trademark, but value for money is.

Trintella 47
ALTHOUGH mainly associated with build-
ing aluminium and steel-hulled yachts, Trin-
tella were actually one of the first yards to use
glassfibre for production yachts. Their first
wasa 38-footerin [962.

A year ago, they made a return (o compos-
ite construction [or the launch of their new 47,
designed by Ron Holland for the yard's owner*

Her hull and deck were moulded by Wester-
ly Yachtsin Walterlooville, (the reason why the
boat is marketed in the UK by Westerly's own-
ers, the Bowman Group), and the boat was [it-
ted outand completed in Holland.

The design brief was for an ocean passage-

making yacht, with good enough p-erl'urmanu\
to allow her to be raced from time to time. She
had to be manageable by two and com{oriable
foruptosix.

With this in mind, it is clear to see the ratio-
nale behind this boat’s layout, especially on
deck where features such as the fractional rig
with aft-swept spreaders have dispensed with
the need for running backstays.

All control lines and sheets are led back o
positions close to the wheel steering. Shehas a
self-tacking, non-overlapping jib (provision is
also made for an overlapping headsail) flown
from a conventional manual headsail furler.

Engine controls and instruments are posi-
tioned close to the wheel, too - all of which
adds up to a boat that can be confidently han-
dled under sail by just two people.

Below decks, she has been designed to ac-
commodate two couples. Broadly speaking,
her layout is conventional, with an owner's
stateroom all, complete with en-suite head and
shower unit Lo port.

Her galley is setin the walkway all thatruns
along the starboard side and the saloon and
navigationstation share the midships area,

She strays [rom convention, though, in her
forward areas where a luxuriously appointed
double cabin, with en-suite facilities, provides
a well proportioned guest cabin instead ol try-
ing tosqueeze two cabinsinto the same space.

When it comes to layout and finish, nothing
is really standard, yet, il had my way, thelight
ash finish would be. The difTerence in the
amount of light and feeling of space below
decks, as against a traditional teak finish, is
stagpering. The contrasting dark green, spin-
ney-backed leather lor the upholstery simply
emphasised her style and increased her appeal.

Likeall Trintella's boats, the 47 is semi-cus-
tom and as long as your wish list doesn’t alter
the layout of the boat's structural members,
most things are possible.

Flexibility like this, though, does carry a
price, £390,000ex VAT, sailsand goodies.

lead for the jib
sheet - Wauquiez 2
48. Right, seif- [0
tacking system —
Trintella 47
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Wauquiez 48

DESIGNED by Ed Dubois and built in
France, the Wauquiez 48 Pilot House shares
her hull with the Centurion 48,

Outof the two boats, the sleek-decked Cen-
turion 48 was drawn first and vel the pilot-
house Wauquiez beat her onio the water,

Her modern styling with dark-tinted win-
dows and black anodised frames gives an
undeniably modern look, yet her hull is re-
markably conservative, with a raked bow and
malching stern in profile. She was designed asa
performance cruiser, suitable for short-hand-
ed sailing,

She hasa masthead cutter rigwith afi-swept
spreaders and a set of twin lowers so that run-
ning backstaysare not reguired,

Although she is cutter-rigged in effect, both
forestay attachmenisare close tothemasthead
and only one of the two sails would be flown at
iny one time. The innermost headsail isa 100
2er cent, self-tacking jib for general use, The
utermost is a large overla pping headsail, de-
igned to power her along when reaching or for

ipwind use in light airs,

Like the Trintella, her chainplates extend 1o
he full width of the beam which reduces the

ompression loads in the mast and allowsa
ghter spar than would normall y be possible,
ithout jeopardising thesecurity of the mast.

All primary control lines are jed back to the
sekpit, (many of them running under the

:ck), where they can be adjusted by the helms-
an andcrew from within the cockpit.

Undersail, in the light airs during our trials,

e felt superb —a light, direct feel through the
1eel and a good response to changes in sail
m. She, like the Trintella, is a sailor's boat,

Below decks the saloon is bright and feels

acious, with good visibility when sittj ng or
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CONCLUSION

By the time we had Gnished oun 1 RIS
crawled around each boai, (lyei, wlivadual
characters had begun to show Hivonigh e
Northwind is a conservative cruiserind s very
good value for money, while i Trontelln 47 ix
a more individual performance cruiser o an
enthusiastic cruising coy ple.

The Wauquiez 48 is o beautifully buili qil-
round performance cruiser, equally it home
on long passages or emtertaining in wirm or
cold climates. Despite her modern slyling, she
ended upas the mid boat of thethree.

In planning the feature, | promised mysell
that Iwouldn't pick a favourite and yet, having
sailed them side by side and erawled all over
cach in turm, it's difficult not 1o pick one oul,
Forme, itwould have to be the Wauguicz 48,

Why? Because she’s pleasure Lo sail and

e Murthwind's navigation station shares the saloon
nallang, tnl provides nlenty of space for instruments

uecls ol Ul nnvigational equipment aboard the
Tintella A7, inclinding the radar, was mounted on deck

The navijzation station aboard the Wauquiez is set to
part and allows good visibility in plenty of comfort

casy to handle. Her design above and below
decks dlusiraies o number ol simple and efTec-
tive icens b make her o rews rding boat to sail,
whatever ihe conditions,

In particular, [ was impressed with theclean
deck layout and the lack of control lines,
blocks and pad eyes. To my mind, she’s a long
distance, performanee cruiser for the lamily
and a refreshing break from the norm, ]
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Trintella 47

Designed by: Ron Haolland

Built by: Trintella Shipyard BY, Ertveldweg 3,
ML-3231 XA s'Hertogenbosch, Netherlands.
Marketed in UK by: Bowman Yachis Ltd, Ocean
Quay, Belvidere Road, Southampton SO14
SQY. Tel: (D1703) 234777, Fax: (01703) 237444,
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Designed by: Marcelo Penna

Built by: Ola Astilleros 51, Paseo de Juan de
Borbon 90, Muelle de Levante, Puerto de
Barcelona, 08039 Barcelona, Spain.
Marketed in UK by: Island Packet, Deacon’s
Boatyard, Bridge Road, Bursledon,

Southampton, Hants, SO38AZ, Tel: (D1703)
402254, Fax: (01703) 405665,

Designed by: Dubois Maval Architects

Built by: Wauguicz, Z1 rue du Vertequet,
59535 Mewville-en-Ferrain, Cedex, France.
Marketed in UK by: Charles Watson Marine,
3 The Square, Hamble, Hampshire 303 5LS.
Tel: (01703) 4565035, Fax: (01703) 457773,

Stowage factor: 3N* per parson for LWL @nd the maximum cross sectional  the true wind speed during the test. Ballast ratio: A comparison batween
stowage of personal ef '?;“;‘&E?ﬁu‘?”" area below the load waterplana. An Sall area: displacement ratio: Thisratio  displacement and the welght of the
:h%?&'ﬁ@iﬁfmmnﬁm indication of hull finenessor fullness gives some indication of power ballast.

muchweight It takes to sink the boat Polar diagram: Shows the optimum available, Higher numbers = greater Displacement:waterdine length:
parallel to DWL. close-hauled anghe Lo the truewind. Also  performance, Performance indicator.

Prismatic coofficient: The ratio of shows speed attained on all courses. SA[RY) Low numbers = higher performance.
volume to displacement toavelumeof  Mpartant — consider in conjunction with (Disp (o) + G4) ™ [Disp (Ib} + 2240) = (0,01 x LWL{R))*
= Sail arsa , Soll areaidisplacement ratio . Displecemaent | LWL mbia”
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BOATS TRINTELLA 47 NORTHWIND 50 WAUQUIEZ 48
LOA 14.40m 471t 3in 15.11m 49ft Tin 14.91m 48ft 11in
LWL 11.53m A7t 10in 11.88m 39t Oin 12.489m A41ft Oin
Beam (max) 4.50m 14ft 9in 4.50m 141t Sin 4.50m 14ft 9in
Draught 1.96m Bt Sin 2.01m Gft Tin 2.13m Tt Oin
Disp (nghtahip) 15,000kg 33,0621b 14,000kg 30,8641b 17 ,000kg 37,478lb
Ballast 5,000kg 11,023Ib 4,7T00kg 10,3621b 5,000kg 11,023k
Sall area (100% forotriangie) 100m? 1,072it? 99m? 1,086ft* 100m?* 1,076ft*
Berths 4 G ‘: -]
Engine Yanmar 4JH 2-T Valvo TMD 22 o -~ Volvo TMD 31
Power ABKW 62hp S8HW 78hp TEkW 100hp
Water 500t 110gal 200t 176gal BOOIt 176gal
Fuel G001t 132gal 5501t 121gal GO0t 132¢al
Sall areatdlsp 16.7 174 15.4
Disp:LWL 273 232 243
Price {ex VAT) £390,000 £289,500 £352,000
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